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R ADIO FREE EUROPE/Radio 
Liberty, the United States' 
propaganda stations, were in 
the news last week because a miss- 
ing editorial director of Radio Liberty 



.By-Ric?faHl.Reeves^ 


appeared in Moscow to denounce the 
stations at a rowdy press confer- 
ence. It was not clear whether Oleg 
Tumanov jumped or was pushed 
back to his native land (he had de- 
fected to the West in 1965). but It 
was perfectly clear that the Soviets 
take “The Radios” more seriously 
than most Americans do. 

An even better indication of Sovi- 
et attitudes might be the popularity 
last year of a movie called “Can-Can 
in an English Garden,” a thriller 
about a daring KGB man who infil- 
trates Radio Liberty. "It shows in a 
new light." wrote one Moscow critic, 
“the kitchen in which the stinking 
dish of false reports is prepared." 

"Am Englischen Garten" here is 
the address of Radio Liberty, which 
broadcasts in nine languages into 
the Soviet Union, and of Radio Free 
Europe, which broadcasts in 12 lan- 
guages into Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Baltic republics. 

The Radios, with an estimated 1 4 
million regular listeners in the Soviet 
Union and 38 million in Eastern Eu- 
rope, are not a world broadcasting 
service like the Voice of America or 
the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. They are surrogate home-news 
services broadcasting national and 
local news, cultural programming 
and even sports Into societies with 
controlled press, radio and televi- 
sion. The Radios are often the place 
on the short-wave dial where Rus- 
sians and Eastern Europeans find 
such news as Soviet nuclear disas- 
ters and the doings of Lech Walesa 
and Solidarity. “If you would close 
down Radio Free Europe." Polish 
government spokesman Jerzy Ur- 
ban said last summer, "the under- 
ground here would be finished. ' “ 

To learn what The Radios actual- 
ly said — and what they did with 


the 8132 million annual budget, ud 
over 50 percent In the Reagan years 
I visited the stations for a week 
last November and read translated 
texts of broadcasts. 

The RFE/RL newsrooms and stu- 
dios reminded me of a railroad sta- 
tion In the Balkans. A dozen lan- 
guages clashed in the hallways, not 
only from broadcasts and conversa- 
tions. but from monitored radio and 
television broadcasts from "the oth- 
er side." 

It Is a place more European than 
American and so is the on-air prod- 
uct: intense, intellectual, ideological 
complex and dense. On the Uzbek 
language service of Radio Liberty 
several programs touched on 
changes in leadership of the Writers 
Union in the Soviet republic of Uz- 
bekistan. On the Byelorussian ser- 
vice. the discussions concerned local 
reports about a milkmaid named Sa- 
benaZhuk. who was unfairly denied 
a collective-farm prize. 

... 4Jot of the programming sounds 
like that, which m akes it dlfflruit f or 
Americans to control — even if th ey 
are Central Int elligence Agen cy 0 per- 
ativc s as Mr, Tumanov claimed EW 
\KggkJhe CIA. In fact, establish^ 
the stations originall y but relin - 
quished control to a presiden tiaiiy 
appointed Board ot Internation al 
grpfrdcastlng when that fact became 

-Known in 1971, 

But humor as propaganda this 
American could understand. There 
is a great deal of it; this sample 
comes from a dramatized conversa- 
tion about new Bulgarian youth laws 
mandating school uniforms to dis- 
courage “ Western tendencies In 
dress”: 

"You mean every teen-ager will 
have to wear a uniform?" 

"No. That won't happen because 
no uniforms will be available " 

But hasn't there been a deci- 
sion? - ' 

There are lots of decisions in 
Bulgaria, but there are no uni- 
forms.’ ’ 


The Radios have had their ups 
and downs during the Reagan years 
Some congressional investigators 
have criticized anti-Semitism in 
broadcasts by Russian emigres. Oth- 
ers have been concerned about zeal- 
ous conservative executives motivat- 
ed by a belief that the Soviet Union 
could be on the verge of collapse 
The worst days, though, seem 

currerU President of 
RFE/RL is Gene Pell, very conserva- 
tive but also a respected professional 
broadcaster who worked for years 
for NBC News. What seems to have 
happened is that no matter how 
zealously anti-communist the 
Reagan appointees are at The Radi- 
os, they have come to understand 
that credibility is their most impor- 
tant product. The bottom line 
whether or not the CIA is «mi 
■MJW.s m I he English (la ,JeH~i s 
that the Soviets would not be s o an- 
gry and so determin ed to jam The 
Radios if pe ople in the Soviet Uninh 
and Easter n Europe dirt not belie ve 
ajid trus t American propagand a 
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